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Kingmere rMCZ: Rich reef life.



Anchor/trawling damage to chalk reef.

Despite the lack of diving opportunities 2014 was an important milestone for Sussex in the protection of Sussex
marine sites. Two dive trips were carried out on the Kingmere rMCZ, one in April and the second in June.

Conditions in April were far from ideal and resulted in a limited amount of data gathering. The one in June was far
more successful and resulted in finding many Black Bream nests (not occupied). Our thanks to Bryony Chapman for

using her continually sampling GPS mounted on an SMB which provided approximate positions of the nests given in
the image above (not all Nest GPS positions are shown although they were recorded).

Additional evidence was submitted to Natural England/Joint Nature Conservation Committee to support the Marine
Conservation Zones: Beachy Head West and Kingmere. Two reports were submitted: Summary Sussex Kingmere rMCZ

Report 2014, Summary Sussex Beachy Head West rMCZ Report 2014 and a separate Photographic Evidence file. 

We now also need to focus on those MCZ submissions that were not accepted but are pending, notably Beachy Head East which
includes the Royal Sovereign Shoals, an extremely rich and diverse area. More data need to be gathered but problems arise with
accessibility and the large area and diverse biotopes that need to be visited.

GPS track with positions of Black Bream nests and other features.

Sussex Seasearch dives undertaken in 2014 were:

The Waldrons
Wrecks: Indiana

Oceana

Selsey Lifeboat StationTwo Selsey East beaches (the beaches 
E of the Lifeboat Station vary in topography and marine life 
reflecting the exposure or otherwise of the clay, gullies and 
sediment distribution)

Worthing Lumps
SW Rocks
Brighton Pier

One interesting thing to note was damage to the chalk
reef caused either by either anchors or trawling. The soft
chalk face of the reefs are easily damaged since they are
soft and already weakened by the biogenic erosion of
piddocks.

Selsey Lifeboat Station Development

In the next five years the RNLI are up-grading the lifeboat to a
‘Shannon’ class vessel powered by twin water jets. It is has
been mooted that the existing lifeboat station will be removed
lifeboat station will be removed in order to facilitate the launch-
ing of this craft. 
Details about the boat can be found at
http://www.selseylifeboats.co.uk/News/NewSelseyLifeboat.html
This will obviously impact on divers and the loss or at the very
least result in major modification of the biotopes currently present.
The site is also used for Seasearch training dives.

Courses and Talks

Olle organised an Observer Course on the 22nd February and
gave talks to Worthing BSAC, Marina Divers, Sussex Diving,
Sealife Centre and Brighton Explorers Club.



Kinghmere MCZ: Worthing Lumps diversity.
© Chris Williams (images taken from video)



Beachy Head West MCZ: Gullies off Splash Point, near Seaford Head. These become deeper further off-shore.
©Gerald Legg (images taken from video)

Kingmere MCZ: Areas of exposed lignite swept clear of shingle by nesting male Black Bream
© Gerald Legg



Thank You

Our thanks to those who took part in 2014: Anna Read,
.Anna Read, Barbara King, Bryony chapman,Chris Read,
Chris Williams, Ellie Taylor, Glen King, Graham Jackson,
Michael Hood, Michelle Tebbs, Neil Watson, Nigel
McRobb, Olle Åkesson, Sarah Bignell, Sue Thomas.  And
to skippers Paul Jackman (Defiance Charters) and Paul
Dyer of Brighton Diver.

Keep up the
good work -

enjoy your diving!
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