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Seasearch Privacy Policy: 
Collecting Biological 

Records  
 

a. What personal data is 
collected? 

 

A biological record at minimum consists of three main elements 
(species, position and time).  
 
The records also contain the recorder name as a fourth element.  
 
In addition to recorder, a record may optionally contain determiner 
and verifier names. 
 
A biological record therefore identifies a person at a potentially 
specific location on a specific day. 

b. Do you collect any special 
category data? 

We do not collect any special category data. 

c. How do you collect my data 
from me? 

We use  

• Paper forms (observation, survey, crawfish, pink seafan, sea 
cave entrance) 

• Electronic versions (editable PDFs) of (some of) the above 

that you submit to us by email or in the post. 

There is also the facility for 

• Online submission of crawfish sightings via the iRecord 
website (registration required) – see section f.  

d. Is any other data about me 
collected indirectly? 

No. 

e. Is any data collected when I 
used your website? 

Our website uses cookies, some of which are essential for the site to 
function, while others provide insights into how the site is being 
used. You can set your preferences for non-essential cookies. For 
more information visit our cookie policy. 

Our website may contain links to other, third-party websites 
external to Seasearch. We cannot be responsible for the protection 
and privacy of any information which you provide whilst visiting such 
sites and such sites are not governed by this privacy statement. 

f. How do you use my personal 
data? And how do you justify 
it? 

 

The recorder name is used to aid verification of the record for 
quality purposes. 

• We have a legitimate interest in collecting and retaining this 
personal data for this purpose. 

The recorder name forms an intrinsic part of the biological record. 

• We believe we and others who will use the records have a 
legitimate interest in accessing the records for the benefit of 
the conservation and understanding species distribution and 
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ecology in a UK or international context. We do not believe 
that including the recorder name will cause undue harm to 
the rights and freedoms of the individual recorder.  

g. Do you share my data with 
any other organisations? 

 

The biological records submitted to Seasearch are publicly available 
via the NBN Atlas and shared with other organisations.  
 
Your name forms an intrinsic part of the biological record.  
 
These records will remain part of the scientific record indefinitely. 
 
We will have data sharing agreements with third-party organisations 
(including JNCC, DASSH, CEDaR, NatureScot, NRW, NE, GBRC, JBC, 
NBN, Biodiversity Ireland*) with whom the Seasearch dataset is 
shared. These organisations are bound by their own privacy policies 
under the same legislation. 
 
We will never sell, trade, or rent your personal identification 
information to others. 

h. How long do we keep your 
information? 

Your name forms an intrinsic part of the biological record and will 
remain part of the scientific record indefinitely. 

 

*  
JNCC = Joint Nature Conservation Committee  
DASSH = The archive for marine species and habitats data 
CEDaR = Centre for Environmental Data and Recording 
NRW = Natural Resources Wales 
NE = Natural England 
GBRC = Guernsey Biological Records Centre 
JBC = Jersey Biodiversity Centre 
NBN = National Biodiversity Network 

 


