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Beach at Whiting Bay – a wall of Pepper Dulse. 

 
A visit to the Isle of Arran was organised by Dawn Watson and Rob Spray in collaboration with the  
Community of Arran Seabed Trust1 (COAST) with the aim of recording seaweeds on the shores and at 
shallow subtidal sites around the island.  The survey was carried out between 30th April and the 5th of May 
2023 and was undertaken by volunteer shore walkers, snorkelers and SCUBA divers.  In total 12 divers, four 
snorkelers and four intertidal surveyors spent six days photographing, collecting, pressing and identifying 
subtidal and intertidal seaweeds around the coast of Arran, completing at least one intertidal and one 
subtidal survey each day.  NatureScot confirmed that the proposed survey and minimal sample collection 
would not impact upon the designated features of the South Arran Marine Protected Area. 
 
Laboratory facilities were hosted at the COAST centre at Lamlash, with most equipment being provided by 
the volunteers.  In total 112 species of seaweeds were recorded during the survey with 63 species conserved 
as pressings. 
 
In addition, at least one Seasearch survey form2 was completed for every site.  Results from volunteers are 
still being collated, but at least 302 taxa including seaweeds were recorded on 19 Seasearch forms (11 
Survey forms and eight Observation forms).  The pressed seaweed collection has been accepted by the 
herbarium at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh. 
 
A brief guide to some of the seaweeds recorded during the survey is attached to this report. 
 

 

                                                 
1 https://www.arrancoast.com/  
2 https://www.seasearch.org.uk/record  
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Survey sites 
 

Location Date Start Lat Start Lon End Lat End Lon Acivity 
Whiting Bay 30 April 2023 55º 29.728'N 005º 05.489'W 55º 29.676'N 005º.475'W Intertidal walk 

Kildonan 01 May 2023 55º 26.456'N 005º 07.116'W 55º 26.454'N 005º 07.201'W Intertidal walk 

Kilmory 02 May 2023 55º 26.282'N 005º 14.073'W 55º 26.240'N 005º 14.134'W Intertidal walk 

Lochranza Castle  03 May 2023 55º 42.276'N 005º 17.537'W Intertidal walk 

Cave Beach, NE Arran 03 May 2023 55º 42.935'N 005º 14.547'W 55º 42.927'N 005º 14.458'W Intertidal walk 

Blackwaterfoot 04 May 2023 55º 30.081'N 005º 20.042'W 55º 30.056'N 005º 20.135'W Intertidal walk 

Lamlash Bay 04 May 2023 55º 31.812'N 005º 07.702'W 55º 31.808'N 005º 07.654'W Intertidal walk 

Clauchlands Point 01 May 2023 55º 32.931'N 005º 05.631'W 55º 32.910'N 005º 05.457'W Shore Dive 

Kildonan 02 May 2023 55º 26.415'N 005º 07.092'W Shore Dive 

Lochranza ferry beach 03 May 2023 55º 42.485'N 005º 18.119'W 55º 42.570'N 005º 18.129'W Shore Dive 

Imachar 04 May 2023 55º 36.458'N 005º 23.569'W 55º 36.602'N 005º 23.751'W Shore Dive 

Whiting Bay 04 May 2023 55º 29.370'N  005º 05.336'W Night Dive 

Whiting Bay 30 April 2023 55º 29.383'N 005º 05.562'W Snorkel 

Kildonan 01 May 2023 55º 26.44'N 005º 07.12'W Snorkel 

Kildonan 01 May 2023 55º 26.386'N 005º 07.103'W Snorkel 

Kilmory 02 May 2023 55º 26.25'N 005º 14.09'W Snorkel 

Clauchlands Point 02 May 2023 55º 32.916'N 005º 05.628'W Snorkel 

Blackwaterfoot 04 May 2023 55 º 30.121'N 005º 19.981'W Snorkel 
 

Survey Locations at sites around Arran (all positions WGS84). 
 
Volunteer participants 
Organisers: Dawn Watson (Seasearch East), Rob Spray (Seasearch East), Lucy Kay (COAST) 
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Locations of sites surveyed around Arran 2023 
(also showing the extent of the South Arran MPA) 

Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right (2023) 
 

 
Rock pool, Whiting Bay 
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Taxa recorded during the Isle of Arran seaweed survey, 2023 
Note this is a preliminary list which is likely to be revised once all data have been entered into the database. 

 
Porifera 12 taxa 
Amphilectus fucorum 
Cliona sp boring form 
Crust beige with canals 
Crust orange with canals 
Halichondria panicea 
Hymeniacidon perlevis 
Indet sponge on Inachus sp 
Leucosolenia sp 
Oscarella sp 
Suberites sp 
Suberites pagurorum 
Sycon ciliatum 
 
Ctenophora 3 spp 
Beroe cucumis 
Bolinopsis infundibulum 
Pleurobrachia pileus 
 
Cnidaria 27 taxa 
Actinia equina 
Actinia fragacea 
Anemonia viridis 
Cereus pedunculatus 
Synarachnactis lloydii 
Coryne eximia 
Cyanea capillata 
Cyanea lamarckii 
Cylista elegans 
Dynamena pumila 
Edwardsiella carnea 
Halecium beanii 
Halecium halecinum 
Halopteris catharina 
Hydractinia echinata 
Hydroid feathery indet 
Hydroid medusa indet 
Metridium dianthus 
Nemertesia antennina 
Nemertesia ramosa 
Obelia dichotoma 
Obelia geniculata 
Rhizostoma pulmo 
Sertularella rugosa 
Staurostoma mertensii 
Urticina felina 
Virgularia mirabilis 
 
Polychaeta 14 taxa 
Arenicolidae sp 
Chaetopterus sp 
Circeis spirillum 
Harmothoe sp 
Lanice conchilega 
Phyllodoce sp + eggs 
Polychaete pink 
Polydora sp 
Sabella pavonina 
Sabellidae 
Spirobranchus sp 

Spirorbinae  
Spirorbis (Spirorbis) spirorbis 
Terebellida 
 
Crustacea 34 taxa 
Amphipoda sp 
Cancer pagurus 
Caprellidira 
Carcinus maenas 
Cirripedia sp 
Chthamalus sp 
Eualus sp 
Galathea sp 
Galathea squamifera 
Hippolyte varians 
Hyas sp 
Idotea sp 
Inachus phalangium 
Inachus dorsettensis 
Jassa sp 
Ligia oceanica 
Liocarcinus depurator 
Liocarcinus navigator 
Macropodia sp 
Munida rugosa 
Mysida 
Necora puber 
Paguridae 
Pagurus bernhardus 
Pagurus cuanensis 
Palaemon sp 
Palaemon serratus 
Pisa sp 
Pisidia longicornis 
Sabelliphilus elongatus 
Semibalanus balanoides 
Talitridae 
Verruca stroemia 
Xantho pilipes 
 
Mollusca 40 taxa 
Aequipecten opercularis 
Aplysia punctata 
Doris pseudoargus 
Bivalve siphons 
Buccinum undatum 
Crimora papillata 
Eledone cirrhosa 
Doto sp 
Elysia viridis 
Geitodoris planata 
Gibbula magus 
Hermaea bifida 
Heteranomia squamula 
Jorunna tomentosa + eggs 
Lacuna vincta + eggs 
Lepidochitona cinerea 
Limacia clavigera 
Littorina littorea 
Littorina obtusata/fabalis 
Littorina saxatillus agg 



Littorina sp 
Loligo sp eggs 
Musculus subpictus 
Mya truncata 
Mya sp 
Mytilus edulis 
Nucella lapillus + eggs 
Nudibranch eggs 
Patella vulgata 
Patella sp 
Pecten maximus 
Rissoa lilacina 
Rissoa sp 
Steromphala cineraria 
Steromphala umbilicalis  
Tritia reticulata + eggs 
Tritia sp 
Trivia monacha 
Trivia sp 
Turritellinella tricarinata 
 
Bryozoa 14 taxa 
Alcyonidium diaphanum 
Bugulina flabellata 
Caberea boryi 
Celleporella hyalina 
Conopeum reticulum 
Crisia sp 
Crust white 
Cryptosula pallasiana 
Disporella hispida 
Electra pilosa 
Flustrellidra hispida 
Membranipora membranacea 
Schizoporella unicornis 
Scrupocellaria sp 
 
Echinodermata 14 taxa 
Amphipholis squamata 
Asterias rubens 
Astropecten irregularis 
Crossaster papposus 
Echinocardium cordatum 
Echinus esculentus 
Henricia sp 
Luidia ciliaris 
Marthasterias glacialis 
Ophiocomina nigra 
Ophiothrix fragilis 
Porania (Porania) pulvillus 
Psammechinus miliaris 
Stichastrella rosea 
 
Tunicata 14 taxa 
Aplidium turbinatum 
Ascidia mentula 
Ascidiella aspersa 
Ascidiella scabra 
Ascidiella sp 
Botrylloides leachii 
Botryllus schlosseri 
Clavelina lepadiformis 
Corella eumyota - non-native 

Corella parallelogramma 
Didemnidae sp 
Diplosoma listeri 
Diplosoma sp 
Morchellium argus 
 
Fish – Elasmobranchii 1 sp 
Scyliorhinus canicula 
 
Fish – Teleostei 23 taxa 
Agonus cataphractus 
Ammodytidae 
Blenniiformes sp 
Buenia jeffreysii 
Callionymus lyra 
Dicentrarchus labrax 
Gadidae juv 
Labridae juv 
Labrus bergylta 
Lepadogaster candolii + eggs 
Lipophrys pholis + eggs 
Nerophis lumbriciformis 
Pholis gunnellus 
Pleuronectes platessa 
Pollachius sp 
Pomatoschistus flavescens 
Pomatoschistus pictus 
Pomatoschistus sp 
Spinachia spinachia 
Symphodus melops 
Syngnathus acus 
Taurulus bubalis 
Trisopterus minutus 
 
Red Seaweeds – 61 taxa 
Ahnfeltia plicata 
Bonnemaisonia hamifera – non-native 
Calliblepharis jubata 
Calliblepharis ciliata 
Carradoriella elongata 
Catenella caespitosa 
Ceramium echionotum 
Ceramium sp 
Champia parvula 
Chondria dasyphylla 
Chondrus crispus 
Chylocladia verticillata 
Corallina officinalis 
Corallina sp 
Cryptopleura ramosa 
Cystoclonium purpureum 
Dasysiphonia japonica – non-native 
Delesseria sanguinea 
Derbesia sp 
Dilsea carnosa 
Dumontia contorta 
Coralline encrusting algae 
Non-calcareous encrusting red algae 
Furcellaria lumbricalis 
Gelidium sp 
Gracilariales 
Halarachnion ligulatum 
Halurus flosculosus 



Heterosiphonia plumosa 
Hypoglossum hypoglossoides 
Jania rubens 
Lomentaria articulata 
Lomentaria clavellosa 
Maerl 
Mastocarpus stellatus 
Membranoptera alata 
Nitophyllum punctatum 
Odonthalia dentata 
Osmundea hybrida 
Osmundea pinnatafida 
Osmundea sp 
Palmaria palmata 
Phycodrys rubens 
Phyllophora crispa 
Phyllophora pseudoceranoïdes 
Plocamium lyngbyanum 
Plocamium sp 
Polyides rotunda 
Polyneura bonnemaisonii 
Porphyra sp 
Pterothamnion plumula 
Ptilota gunneri 
Rhodophyllis divaricata 
Rhodothamniella floridula 
Trailliella phase Bonnemaisonia hamifera NN 
Vertebrata byssoides 
Vertebrata fucoides 
Vertebrata lanosa 
Vertebrata nigra 
 
Brown Seaweeds 38 taxa 
Alaria esculenta 
Ascophyllum nodosum 
Ascophyllum nodosum f. mackayi 
Brown jelly weed 
Chorda filum 
Chordaria flagelliformis 
Cladostephus hirsutus 
Colpomenia peregrina – non-native 
Cutleria multifida Aglaozonia 
Desmarestia aculeata 
Desmarestia ligulata 
Desmarestia viridis 
Desmarestia sp 
Dictyota dichotoma 

Dictyota dichotoma spiral form 
Ectocarpus sp 
Elachista fucicola 
Filamentous brown algae 
Fucus ceranoides 
Fucus cottonii 
Fucus guiryi 
Fucus serratus 
Fucus spiralis 
Fucus vesiculosus 
Halopteris scoparia 
Halidrys siliquosa 
Laminaria digitata 
Laminaria hyperborea 
Leathesia marina 
Pelvetia canaliculata 
Petalonia fascia 
Porphyropsis coccinea 
Punctaria latifolia 
Saccharina latissima 
Saccorhiza polyschides 
Sargassum muticum – non-native 
Scytosiphon lomentaria 
Sphacelaria cirrosa 
Spongonema tomentosum 
 
Green Seaweeds – 11 taxa 
Cladophora hutchinsiae 
Lychaete pellucida 
Cladophora rupestris 
Cladophora sp 
Monostroma grevillei 
Prasiola stipitata 
Rhizoclonium riparium 
Ulva fenestrata 
Ulva linza 
Ulva ribbons 
Ulva tubular 
 
 
Others 5 taxa 
Beggiatoa 
Entoprocta 
Lichen – green crust 
Zostera marina 
Diatoms 

 
 
  



A Guide to Some Common Seaweeds on the Isle of Arran 
 

Compiled by Lin Baldock 
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How to use the guide 
 
This guide provides in situ images of many of the seaweeds encountered during the survey together with 
scans of pressed material where these were available.  Some additional notes on identification have been 
added.  
 
Seaweed colour is indicated by a red, green or brown frame around each page. 
 
It is strongly recommended that once a tentative identification has been reached other resources are used 
for confirmation. 
 
A good place to start is with the Seasearch guide: 
Bunker et al (2017) Seaweeds of Britain and Ireland. Second Edition. Wild Nature Press pp312. 
 
The following web site provides excellent images and descriptions of many common seaweeds in our area 
https://seaweed.ie/descriptions/  
 
Two very useful guides to many red and some of the larger brown seaweeds are available here.  Note that 
nomenclature is out of date for these publications. 
 
A field key to the British red seaweeds.  Field Studies Council Occasional Publication No.13 by Sue Hiscock 
https://cdn.fieldstudiescouncil.net/fsj/1983_hiscock.pdf 
 
A field key to the British brown seaweeds (Phaeophyta) by Sue Hiscock 
https://cdn.fieldstudiescouncil.net/fsj/vol5.1_125a.pdf 
 
Up to date nomenclature can be tracked down here 
 
https://www.algaebase.org/ or here https://www.marinespecies.org/msbias/  
 
 
Finally check distributions using the NBN Atlas 
https://nbnatlas.org/  
 
 
Index 
 
Red Seaweeds 
Filamentous, fluffy red seaweeds p 12-22 
Flat, foliose red seaweeds: 23-31 
Feathery red seaweeds: 32-35 
Other red seaweeds: 36-40 
 
Green Seaweeds: 41-42 
 
Brown Seaweeds 
Kelps and flat, foliose brown seaweeds: 43-47 
Other brown seaweeds: 47-56 
Wracks: 57-62 
 
 

Name Page 
Alaria esculenta 43 
Ascophyllum nodosum 62 
Black siphon Weed 16 
Bladder Wrack 59 
Bonnemaisonia asparagoides 12 
Bonnemaisonia hamifera 13 
Bonnemiason’s Fern Weed 12 
Bonnemiason’s Hook Weed 13 
Bootlace Weed 49 



Name Page 
Branched Weed 41 
Brown Fan Weed 47 
Bunny Ears 37 
Calliblepharis ciliata 26 
Calliblepharis jubata 26 
Carradoriella elongata 17 
Channel Wrack 57 
Chipolata Weed 50 
Chondria dasyphylla 19 
Chondrus crispus 31 
Chorda filum 49 
Chylocladia verticillata 18 
Cladophora rupestris 41 
Cock’s Comb 35 
Colpomenia peregrina 51 
Coral Weed 40 
Corallina 40 
Cryptopleura ramosa 25 
Cystoclonium purpureum 15 
Dabberlocks 43 
Dasysiphonia japonica 14 
Delesseria sanguinea 23 
Desmarest’s Green Weed 54 
Desmarestia aculeata 53 
Desmarestia viridis 54 
Desmarests’s Prickly Weed 53 
Diamond Cartilage Weed 19 
Dictyota dichotoma 47 
Dilsea carnosa 28 
Discoid Fork Weed 38 
Dulse 27 
Egg Wrack 62 
Elongate Siphon Weed 17 
Eyelash Weed 26 
False Eyelash Weed 26 
Feather Weed 32, 33, 56 
Feathered Wing Weed 33 
Fine-veined Crinkle Weed 25 
Fucus cottonii 61 
Fucus guiryi 58 
Fucus serratus 60 
Fucus spiralis 58 
Fucus vesiculosus 59 
Gelidium 20 
Guiry’s Wrack 58 
Halarachnion ligulatum 30 
Halidrys siliquosa 48 
Halurus flosculosus 22 
Heterosiphonia plumosa 32 
Irish Moss 31 
Jania rubens 40 
Juicy Whorl Weed 18 
Laminaria digitata 44 
Leathesia marina 52 
Lomentaria articulata 37 
Membranoptera alata 34 
Mermaid’s Tresses 49 
Moss Wrack 61 
Mrs Griffiths’s Little Flower 22 

 
Snorkelling, Kildonan 
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Name Page 
Nitophyllum punctatum 29 
Northern Toothed Weed 36 
Oar Weed 44 
Odonthalia dentata 36 
Osmundea hybrida 39 
Osmundea pinnatifida 39 
Oyster Thief 51 
Palmaria palmata 27 
Pelvetia canaliculata 57 
Pepper Dulse 39 
Phycodrys rubens 24 
Plocamium lyngbyanum 35 
Pod Weed 48 
Polyides rotunda 38 
Polysiphonia elongata 17 
Porphyropsis coccinea 56 
Ptilota gunneri 33 
Punctaria latifolia 46 
Punctured Ball Weed 52 
Purple Claw Weed 15 
Red Rags 28 
Rhodothamnionella floridula 21 
Rosy Dewdrops 56 
Saccharina latissima 45 
Sand Binder 21 
Sargassum muticum 55 
Scytosiphon lomentaria 50 
Sea Beech 23 
Sea Lettuce 42 
Sea Oak 24 
Sea Spider Weed 30 
Serrated Wrack 60 
Siphon Weed 16, 17, 62, 
Siphoned Feather Weed 32 
Siphoned Japan Weed 14 
Slender-beaded Coral Weed 40 
Sphacelaria 56 
Spiralled Wrack 58 
Spotted Scarf Weed 29 
Straggle Weed 20 
Sugar Kelp 45 
Ulva fenestrata 42 
Vertebrata fucoides 16 
Vertebrata lanosa 62 
Winged Weed 34 
Wireweed 55 
Wrack Siphon Weed 62 
                                                                                     

A interesting find, 
Blackwaterfoot. 

©Rob Spray 

 
Dyke, Whiting Bay. Note lack of 

seaweeds on the smooth basalt surface. 
©Lin Baldock 

 








































































































