Seasearch training

In 2010 we focused on training local divers to become
Seasearch Observers to give them the opportunity

to actively participate in conserving their local marine
environment. 44 people took part in the Observer
course and the following people went on to complete
the training dives and gain their Observer qualification:

Emma Cunningham
Katie Downes
Justin Evans

Stef Middleton
Tony Milne

April Milne
Richard Morley
Simon Raithby

Seasearch dlve training. Photo by Abby Crosby

VMCAs

This year the focus of our surveys has been
Cornwall’s Voluntary Marine Conservation Areas
and many of our Seasearch volunteers have come
through our VMCA project Your Shore.VMCAs
were established to facilitate access to Cornwall’s
diverse marine environment through inspiration and
education. The Your Shore project is working with
local communities, visitors and schools within each
VMCA to inform them and engage them in valuing
the marine environment. Seasearch surveys are

an important part of this; bringing to light findings
from the sub-tidal areas of the VMCAs which can
be further shared with the community and used for
conservation.

Many more are close to completing the qualification.
As well as the three Observer courses that were held
over the summer we also ran a Seagrass Specialist
course to teach divers how to survey this key nursery
habitat which supports so many other species.

Phylum No. of species
recorded

Seaweeds 42

Sponges 25

Chnidaria (sea anemones, 36

corals, jellyfish)

Bryozoans (sea mats) 18

Worms 14

Molluscs (sea slugs, sea 33

snails etc)

Echinoderms (Starfish,sea |17
cucumbers, brittlestars, sea

urchins)
Sea squirts I5
Fish 44
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A gallery of Seasearch photos can be viewed on our website at www.cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk

To get involved in Seasearch visit our website or email angie.gall@cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk

These survey dives were conducted as part of the national Seasearch Programme. Many volunteers took part in these surveys during 2010, too many
to thank individually but thanks to all involved. Seasearch is a volunteer underwater survey project for recreational divers to actively contribute to
the conservation of the marine environment. For details of Seasearch visit www.seasearch.org.uk. For details of Seasearch in Cornwall visit www.

cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk.
This report has been prepared by Angie Gall.
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Bloody Henny starfish - Angie Gall

Thornback ray - George Gall

Edible sea urchin - Angie Gall

Spider crab in eelgrass - Steve Adams

Seasearch diver - Emily Priestley

Sea beech - Angie Gall




Main areas of Seasearch surveys
during 2010

A total of 67 Seasearch dives were carried out this year in
Cornwall which produced a total of 1413 species recorded.

Horse mackerel. Photo by Chris Wood
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